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open government laws, and public dis-
closure should give us all pause, espe-
cially since tax dollars are being used
to pay for the salaries of those folks in-
volved, their travel, the meeting
spaces, et cetera. They are not doing
this pro bono.

While this is billed as a California-
Oregon project, the Interior Sec-
retary’s signature is on a pact to cre-
ate this entity that suggests that the
administration is, again, trying to end
run Congress to achieve a political
goal.

I will continue working to get an-
swers on this Klamath issue on the re-
moval of the dams and the effect it will
have on the Klamath Basin water
users.

But in the meantime, the administra-
tion needs to end its focus on dam re-
moval and work towards a solution
that doesn’t ignore the water supply
issues that affect so much of the West,
affect many thousands in northern
California, and especially those di-
rectly in the line of fire in the Klamath
Basin that have been clamoring for so
long for a long-term solution to keep
the waters flowing to their farms.

At a time of extreme drought in Cali-
fornia and the Western States, and
even more burdens such as the elec-
tricity renewable mandate that is
going to affect California to 50 percent
of required renewables, the concept of
removing hydroelectric dams that also
make a little water storage and have
some positive effects on river tempera-
ture is absurd.

Why is the priority something that is
going to hurt the people of the region,
hurt their goals?

Instead, we should be pursuing water
storage in California and putting this
issue aside.

On top of that insult to injury is that
it is being done in secret, without con-
gressional approval, without the
chance for all the stakeholders that
really have an affect in the area to be
involved.

This is the wrongheaded way to do
things. It is offensive to me, it is offen-
sive to my constituents.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 41
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MOOLENAAR) at noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:
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Dear Lord of mercy, we give You
thanks for giving us another day. Hear
our prayers and those of people around
the world that there might be an end
to hunger.

We use this moment to be reminded
of Your presence and to tap the re-
sources needed by the Members of this
people’s House to do their work as well
as it can be done.

As the Nation digests the results of a
most significant voting day, may the
Members remain focused on the tasks
at hand.

All this day and through the week,
may they do their best to find solu-
tions to pressing issues facing our Na-
tion. Please hasten the day when jus-
tice and love shall dwell in the hearts
of all peoples and rule the affairs of the
nations of Earth.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms. JEN-
KINS) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. JENKINS of Kansas led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

U.S.-CANADA PRECLEARANCE
AGREEMENT

(Ms. STEFANIK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, in my
district in northern New York, Canada
is more than just a bordering nation.
They are our neighbors and our friends.

Canadians and upstate New Yorkers
enjoy their summers together fishing
along the St. Lawrence River, golfing
on Wellesley Island, visiting the Thou-
sand Islands National Park, and explor-
ing Boldt Castle.

Plattsburgh, a city in my district,
has even branded itself as Montreal’s
U.S. suburb, hosting more than 100 U.S.
subsidiaries of Canadian companies,
with 15 percent of its area workforce
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working for a Canadian or border-re-
lated employer.

That is why I helped lead the efforts
and support the Promoting Travel,
Commerce, and National Security Act,
a necessary step to solidify the
preclearance agreement between the
U.S. and Canada, which was reached
nearly a year ago.

This significant, bipartisan legisla-
tion is great news for U.S.-Canadian re-
lations, and I strongly encourage my
colleagues to cosponsor this vital piece
of legislation to maintain a secure
northern border and facilitate travel
and commerce between the U.S. and
Canada and benefit our upstate New
York economy.

———

BELFAIR SHOOTING

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, last Fri-
day, in the region I represent, tragedy
struck the close-knit community of
Belfair. A shooting took the lives of a
family and a neighbor. All the victims
were taken too soon from this world.
Right now, in their place, is heart-
break.

Since this happened, we have been
thinking of the friends and family im-
pacted by this shooting. Pastors from
North Mason have gathered mourners
together to offer support and prayers.

I want to make sure we note the
courage of local law enforcement and
other first responders who came to the
scene. The Mason County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, among others, deserves praise for
putting their lives on the line in con-
fronting the person responsible for this
violence and responding to an awful
situation.

As a dad of two little girls, it pains
me that so many communities like
ours are faced with tragedies like this.
I am hopeful we can come together to
find ways to stop them.

The words of Jamie McCallum, a pas-
tor at Belfair Community Baptist
Church, ring true as we pick up the
pieces from this incident. Pastor
McCallum said:

Violence and pain may have the strongest
voice for the moment, but love and life have
the final say.

———

REMEMBERING BORIS NEMTSOV

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
this past Saturday, February 27,
marked the first anniversary of the as-
sassination of Russian pro-democracy
and opposition leader Boris Nemtsov,
who was tragically gunned down in
Moscow.

Killed just days before he was due to
publish evidence of Russian military
involvement in Ukraine, Boris led the
effort in exposing the regime’s corrup-
tion at every turn as he fought for a
more open and democratic Russia.
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